
Whole School Spelling and Handwriting Progression of Skills 

 Our Place in Our World Life Skills and Attitudes Ambition and Possibilities 

Self Manager   Effective Participators   Resourceful Thinker   Reflective Learner   Independent Enquirer   Team Worker 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Phonics and 
Spelling Rules 

Continue a 
rhyming string. 
To hear and say 
the initial sound 

in words. 
Segment the 

sounds in simple 
words and blend 
them together. 
Link sounds to 
letters, naming 

and sounding the 
letters of the 

alphabet. 
Use their phonic 
knowledge to 
write words in 
ways which 
match their 

spoken sounds. 

To know all 
letters of the 

alphabet and the 
sounds which 

they most 
commonly 
represent. 

To recognise 
consonant 

digraphs which 
have been 

taught and the 
sounds which 

they represent. 
To recognise 

vowel digraphs 
which have been 
taught and the 
sounds which 

they represent. 
To recognise 
words with 
adjacent 

consonants. 
To accurately 

spell most words 
containing the 
40+ previously 

taught phonemes 
and GPCs. 

To spell some 
words in a 
phonically 

To segment 
spoken words 
into phonemes 

and to represent 
these with 

graphemes, 
spelling many of 

these words 
correctly and 

making 
phonically-
plausible 

attempts at 
others. 

To recognise 
new ways of 

spelling 
phonemes for 
which one or 

more spellings 
are already 

known and to 
learn some 

words with each 
spelling, 

including some 
common 

homophones 
(e.g. bare/bear, 

blue/blew, 
night/knight). 

To apply further 
Y2 spelling rules 

Begin to spell 
words from the 

year 3 / 4 
spelling lists 
accurately 
within their 

writing (refer 
to the National 

Curriculum 
spelling 

appendix). 

 

Spell words from 
the year 3 / 4 
spelling lists 

accurately within 
their writing 
(refer to the 

National 
Curriculum 

spelling 
appendix). 

Begin to spell 
words from the 

year 5 / 6 
spelling lists 

accurately within 
their writing 
(refer to the 

National 
Curriculum 

spelling 
appendix). 

Spell words from 
the year 5 / 6 
spelling lists 

accurately within 
their writing 
(refer to the 

National 
Curriculum 

spelling 
appendix). 



plausible way, 
even if 

sometimes 
incorrect. 

To apply Y1 
spelling rules 
(taken from the 

National Curriculum 
spelling appendix) 

and guidance 
(refer to 
National 

Curriculum 
spelling 

appendix). 
 

Write from 
memory, simple 

sentences 
dictated by the 

teacher. 

Common 
Exception 
Words 

To write some 
irregular 

common words. 

To spell all Y1 
common 

exception words 
correctly. 

To spell days of 
the week 
correctly. 

To spell most Y1 
and Y2 common 
exception words 

correctly. 

To spell many of 
the Y3 and Y4 

statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

To spell all of the 
Y3 and Y4 

statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

To spell many of 
the Y5 and Y6 

statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

To spell all of the 
Y5 and Y6 

statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

Prefixes and 
Suffixes 

 To use -s and -es 
to form regular 
plurals correctly. 

To use the prefix 
‘un-’ accurately. 

To successfully 
add the suffixes 
–ing, –ed, –er 

and –est to root 
words where no 

change is needed 
in the spelling of 
the root words 
(e.g. helped, 

quickest). 

To add suffixes 
to spell most 

words correctly 
in their writing, 
e.g. –ment, –

ness, –ful, –less, 
–ly. 

To spell most 
words with the 
prefixes dis-, 

mis-, bi-, re- and 
de- correctly 
(e.g. disobey, 

mistreat, bicycle, 
reapply, defuse). 

To spell most 
words with the 

suffix -ly with no 
change to the 

root word; root 
words that end 
in ‘le’,‘al’ or ‘ic’ 

and the 

To correctly spell 
most words with 
the prefixes in-, 
il-, im-, ir-, sub-, 

super-, anti-, 
auto-, inter-, ex- 
and non- (e.g. 

incorrect, illegal, 
impossible, 
irrelevant, 

substandard, 
superhero, 
autograph, 
antisocial, 
intercity, 

exchange, 
nonsense). 

To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -ate (e.g. 

activate, 
motivate 

communicate). 

To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -ise (e.g. 

criticise, 
advertise, 
capitalise). 

To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 

To use their 
knowledge of 

adjectives ending 
in -ant to spell 

nouns ending in -
ance/-ancy (e.g. 

observant, 
observance, 
expectant, 
hesitant, 
hesitancy, 
tolerant, 

tolerance, 
substance). 

To use their 
knowledge of 

adjectives ending 
in -ent to spell 



exceptions to the 
rules. 

To spell words 
with added 

suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (-er/-ed/-
ing) to words 

with more than 
one syllable 

(unstressed last 
syllable, e.g. 

limiting offering). 

To spell words 
with added 

suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (-er/-ed/-

en/-ing) to words 
with more than 

one syllable 
(stressed last 
syllable, e.g. 

forgotten 
beginning). 

To form nouns 
with the suffix -

ation (e.g. 
information, 
adoration, 
sensation, 

preparation, 
admiration). 

To spell words 
with the suffix -

ous with no 
change to root 

words, no 
definitive root 
word, words 
ending in ‘y’, 

‘our’ or ‘e’ and 
the exceptions to 

the rule (e.g. 
joyous, fabulous, 

mysterious, 
rigorous, 
famous, 

advantageous). 

suffix -ify (e.g. 
signify, falsify, 

glorify). 

To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -en (e.g. 

blacken, 
brighten, 
flatten). 

nouns ending in -
ence/-ency (e.g. 

innocent, 
innocence, 

decent, decency, 
frequent, 
frequency, 
confident, 

confidence, 
obedient, 

obedience, 
independent). 

To spell words 
by adding 
suffixes 

beginning with 
vowel letters to 

words ending in -
fer (e.g. 
referring, 

referred, referral, 
preferring, 
preferred, 

transferring, 
transferred, 
reference, 
referee, 

preference, 
transference). 

Handwriting To sometimes 
give meaning to 
marks as they 

draw and paint. 

To realise tools 
can be used for a 

purpose. 

To write lower 
case and capital 

letters in the 
correct direction, 

starting and 
finishing in the 

right place with a 

To write capital 
letters and digits 

of the correct 
size, orientation 
and relationship 
to one another 
and to lower 
case letters. 

To use a neat, 
joined 

handwriting style 
with increasing 
accuracy and 

speed. 

To increase the 
legibility, 

consistency and 
quality of their 

handwriting [e.g 
by ensuring that 
the downstrokes 

of letters are 
parallel and 

To increase the 
speed of their 
handwriting so 
that problems 
with forming 

letters do not get 
in the way of 
writing down 

To write legibly, 
fluently and with 

increasing 
speed. 

 

To develop a 
more personal 

syle. 



To draw lines 
and circles using 

gross motor 
movements. 

To use one-
handed tools and 
equipment, e.g. 
makes snips in 
paper with child 

scissors. 

To hold a pencil 
between thumb 
and two fingers, 
no longer using 

whole-hand 
grasp. 

To hold a pencil 
near point 

between first two 
fingers and 

thumb, and uses 
it with good 

control. 

To copy some 
letters, e.g. 

letters from their 
name. 

To give meaning 
to marks they 
make as they 

draw, write and 
paint. 

To use some 
clearly 

identifiable 

good level of 
consistency. 

To sit correctly 
at a table, 

holding a pencil 
comfortably and 

correctly. 

To form digits 0-
9. 

To understand 
which letters 

belong to which 
handwriting 

‘families’ (i.e. 
letters that are 

formed in similar 
ways) and to 

practise these. 

To use horizontal 
strokes needed 

to join. 

To use spacing 
between words 
that reflects the 

size of the 
letters. 

equidistant; that 
lines of writing 

are spaced 
sufficiently so 

that the 
ascenders and 
descenders of 
letters do not 

touch]. 

what they want 
to say. 

To be clear 
about what 
standard of 

handwriting is 
appropriate for a 
particular task, 
e.g. quick notes 

or a final 
handwritten 

version. 



letters to 
communicate 

meaning, 
representing 
some sounds 

correctly and in 
sequence. 

These are non-negotiables (Minimum end of year expectations) 


